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Doar Abraham,

Thank you for sonding mo a copy of your lotter of July 31st addrossed to
John Muddox.

Tho articlo publishoed in Naturo b{ Bornard Soytre (who formerly
transiated R.O. Gallo's book {n Fronch) contains somo fnlge atatomonts.

I novor askod Robin Waeiss "halp" for growing LAV in continuous linos.
We had already, sinco Novombor 1083, somo ocontinuous 1-coll lines
growing LAV (n fact strain LAD to high tltors without vistblo

o offoot.
. Robin Weiss sont his young collaborator, Mrs Chong Popov aihia

cavasi. (o my laboratory in ordor to leamn tochniquos of growing I.LV and
to bring back tho virus to his 1aboratory in erdor to do somo peoudotypo
onts, similar (o those he had dono with HTLV-1.

I ot romombor whothor or not he montionod spocifically at that Umo
the possibility of using coll linos.

It ract that Lwo months later in April 1084, Mr. Chong-Popov brought
mo ‘s CEM lino infoctod with LAY, producing uround 10,000

o{ " of R seulvity. Within 8 wocks, in our oulturo conditions
(inciifling tho addition of antibiotics active on mycoplusma), the titors

roachod up (o 1000,000 cpm/ml,

1 found the rosults vory intorosting and kopt communicaling with Robin

Woiss about ‘rouiblo applications. Why logal agrooment was finally
]

{urnod down is & quostion which has to bo asked to tho Divoctions of tho
Institutos invelved.

The ‘ havo boon somo misundorstandings in our talk in 8endai, 1 never
bolievod or said that the CEM coll lino wan discovered by R. Weiss.
Actually J-C. Chorman usod it (a cullure obtained from anothor

laboratory of the 'astour Instituto) in 1088 to try Lo grow tho original BRU
isolate, but he fatled). e onik
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mao our own resulls wore nogative, 1 thought that Wolse' OCKEMas woro A
varlant. with some poculiar proporiies.

1 soon found that this was orronoous, sinco tho LAV strain grown in B-
ool linos (LAL) was aleo ablo 10 grow in the regular CKM coll line which
had provod Lo bo not susceptiblo o yoar bofore.

Howovor wo al#o found that this lino as woll as the CEM of Woiss was
}mdavlly1 clo tamimtod with mycoplasmas and {horoforoe unproper for
ndustria

Thon I as cod tho ATCC to sond mo a samplo of tho original CEM line.
Whon thoso colls arrived, we - my collaboralor tho lato Jaoquelino Gruost
and I, in ocollaboration with David Klatzman and Jean Cl audo Qluckman

- bogan to onrich tho colls for T4 oxprouion and onded uE afler oloning in
lo!\. agar so, with some’ good olonas highly suscoptible to LAV, and
apparonily not contaminatod with myocoplasma (J am nol so sure now

using moro sonsitive tochniquos). ‘hoss clonos wers transforred to
Dlacnosu Pastour for mass production of the virus.

1 always cknowlcdcod R. Woiss intolloctual contr&buhon in this mattcr. |

' Rnruoula ¥ approciated his faitnoss for kooplnu mo informed of whet he

ad done with our virus and not changing its namo.

I trust th t tho CBLL {solate ho fnvo to Wellcomo for industrial production
was accidontally contaminatoed in his lnboratory by our strain LAT as it
happened elsowhore.

Sinceroly,
fos

Luc Montagnler

F M. Schwarty - Director of Insiitut Pastour

¢ Dr. J. Maddox - Bditor of Naturo
F. Barré-8inoussi



