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Dean Bob,

Thank you for your Letter of June 15th and for the cireulan
fetten addressed to Luc Montagniern. I am very sunprised about what
44 now appeaning s4ince I have considered you Zo be both a friend and
an honorable scdentist. It 44 particularly disappointing 2o me that
communications bedween us are now "official", even though prion o April
1984 you knew both my home and office Zelephone numben.

Bob, fet me review oun actions over the past 18 months. When we
isolated the fimst virus (LAV) in Januarny 1983, we cafled you Lmmediately

Se——L0 nequesd a.nx;(‘,—PZ Jani-P,, and HTLV, producing cell Ling, so0 that we
jxsozaxe }2

<

,cou!,d compane our

' : youn HTLY e promply necelved this reagent
and {mmediately reported oun reswlts d you by phone. Moreover, we have

acknowfedged and thanked you for the use of These ancisera and cell fines
in all of our papers. Following your suggesiion, we then published oun
nesulls Ln Science and we Lhank you fon acting as a refence fon this
papen. - '

. Let me also remind you that at this time we sent a sample of
our viws as well as some DNA 2o you which we had extracted Lymph node

- LAV infected Eymphocytes. Howeuer, Bob, for me the mosz important aspect

0f this work is that each time we mef and I explained everything we wenre
doang Zo .- convince you Zhat we were on the adigh trach. And, what was
your posilion ot this time? Qubitabfel™"].C.C., you are {nvolved in this

R

reseanch and, therefone, <& muat be twe T s e

Let me also outline a few of my Zhoughts concerning oun
"collaborative studies”. We did receive youn Cw, HTLV,-a.naCi. Pu.



SUITE

and HTLV,-ants P,.. However, the HTLV,, producing cell &ine was dead
0 andual . 1 bdued tike 2o apotagi.%

upon a for what [ said to Flossie at
the NIH concerning the HTLV, DNA which had been dent Lo L. Montagnienr,
/ but comments wene a /L26Cé0(‘i.on 04 my sncerily. I wowld also Like )
\/ / to add that I am STLLL warlis ting for the sernum sampfes {rom New York and /
ww Jersey which you promised Lo send Lo me.

Anothen thoan in our “collaboration’ arose when I was giving .
@ seminan in your {nstitute (Feb. 1984) desenibing our work with LAV. =
No one in youn siaff (with whom we were duppose X0 coffabonrate] Zofd (l’"."/
/F‘ma anything about HTLV.... Moreover, when I asked Dr. M. Popouic 4if ’ 1
/ hg—had—amzzdai—ivrﬁmulng—cwmv—trgom Laboratony, the answer was

v \L"{ cannot Apeak, on y the boss can speak"! This is not what I would v

conaiden Lo be "co oration',

{

I 44 also puzz€ing Lo me that I was noZ peunitted to ta!z.e. ~
" the HTLV, producing cell Line with me, «Ln May 1984 when 1 was v4isdL- )
j ting On. %pow.cJFZ.oasu.e. and Saang. in spite of the fact that Gazzolo
and Zaguny afready had it and 1 am 42i8L unable 2o undersland why we ' Q
do not have the uninfected cell Line if you are really {interested in
the comparizan 0f {hese Quo viwses. -
- I am confused by your statement that your §irst isolate of ‘
/"> : HTLV was 4in November 1982. 1s this a typographical erron on did
d \/k you R8hety withhotd this information rom me fon that Long of a period?

As farn as the CDC is concerned they collaborated very actively -7

> © giving us senum samples, <nocufating monkeys and discussed the Lsolafe
v Y K and results with us.

You will neceive a complete LisZ of materials which wenre
sent 2o you grom Luc Montagnien.

1 hope 2o hearn frcm you <in the nearn futurne.

Sincerely youns,
\(o— CQG-J
CG{

Jean-Claude Chermann
head of Laboratory
Oncofogy Vinal UnkZ
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Dean Bob,

Thank you for your Letter of June 15¢h and gor the circulan
letten addressed 2o luc Montagnier. I am very surprised about what
44 now appearing since 1 have considered you o be both a friend and ¢
an hononable scientist. 12 4is perticulanly disappointing 2o me that
communicalions belueen us are now "official", even though prioa zo April
1944 you knew both my home and office telephone numben.

Bob, letL me review our actions over the pasl 1§ months ., When we
Lsolated the {irsd virus (LAV) in January 1983, we called you {mmediately
Lo nequesl ana'-Pz ,anti-P,, and HTLV producing cell Line, s0 that we
could comparne cun Lsota/te.‘ H youn HT LZ/ . We promptly received this reagent
and {mmediately reported ourn resulls c& you by phone. Moreover, we have
achnowledged and thanked you foa the use 0f Lhese antisera and cell Lines

- «n all of our papens. Following youn suggestion, we then published cun

resulls Ln Scdience and we thank you §onr acting as a referee gor this
papen.

Let me also remind you that at this time we sent a sample of
ur viws as well as some DNA Lo you which we had extracced Lymph node
LAV infected lymphocyles. However, Bob, for me the moas Lmportant aspect
0f this wonk is that each Lime we met and 1 explained everything we weae
doing Lo . onvince you that we were on Zhe aigh track. And, what was
your position at this time? Dubitable! "J.C.C., you are involved in this
neseanch and, therefore, 4L mual be rwue."

Sincerely youns ,

Jean-Claude Chernann
Head o Laboracony
Oncology Viral unie



