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THE RECORD

To

I have learned of rumors from some university colleagues that stiii another
"new" argument being made against me, NIH, the patent and the Agreement,
is that I "knew" and reviewed data "from Pasteur scientists® in eariy April
1984 (about two weeks before submitting our patent application), which
showed that "their" blood test was about as good as ours. This is a big
misrepresentation of the facts

1) It is true I visited Pasteur Tnchfnfn (I.P.) at that time. 1
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told them almost all of our results, gave a sem1nar, and set the plan
for comparing some of our various HTLV-III isolates to LAV. Indeed,
the latter was my chief purpose for making the visit and it led to the
two draft papers (which OSI has), but not published by Montagnier’s
request.

2) Unexpectedly (for me), Don Francis, then of CDC in Atlanta,
attended our private meetings. He was not exactly an unbiased pres-
ence. I had a prior unfortunate experience with him when he would not
provide blood samples from blood-transfused people (donor to recipient
study) to my lab for human retrovirus testing in the 1982-1983 period,
despite innumerable requests and pleas, even requests from the physi-
cians who sent these samples to CDC (see the enclosed letters).
Francis, with almost no prior laboratory retrovirology experience, and
none with human retroviruses was trying to set up a CDC "Institute" of
human retrovirology with himself as head. This was at a period of
time when my lab was almost alone in the world working on human
retroviruses. Moreover, the idea to look for such viruses in AIDS
came from us. I thought Francis’ position was absurd, self-serving,
and obviously harmful to progress, and I said so. Francis then became
the source of hostile material for Randy Shilts’ book, "The Band
Played On," and was, I have been told, an instigator of Mr. Crewdson
in 1987.
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