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I hope this mamo reschés vou upon your return. 1 raally don't think, Boo,
the Retner date offers that much encouragement for your stance. [ neven t
toon that data: it cortainly 11 not what we would expect Trom the summary
of $squsnts dlatances nor from the Tikely distances favelvad in Sriny's
dener=racipient pairs (as judges by the RM aralysts). There is undoubted!y
“varietion of variation", and 14 will be essential up sheas to define those
conditions promoting corspicuous variation and those that do netl.

I gave you some tres petyses for the II1b and LAV sesuences. We have
exhaustively verified thess results g I Just gon't think tney are poing
to change from what 't seen. The maxfmum distence separatirg eny [11d from
LAV-1 18 1.8%, but the weadly fact 13 that the ILIe cluster (or "clage") i
only 0.48% to 0.44% from the LAV-) cluster, It 44 this mumber that must be
compared to tha Ratner ¥igure of 0.6% ({7 that indeed t5 the gistence).
Thus you must contend that you "caught” the sexua) partner of BRU in Paris
Just wher said partner returned to NY, or something like that. I don't wan:
to get irto scenario-building: rather, I want to apprise you of whet you
are up against. Agatn. 4t {s probably good that you 83Kk some other sequence
analyst to indepensently perferm thig malysis. I oon't Yike baing the pare
son to have to tel) yau this, But I'm happier that the infermation s in my
hands than in the hands of somesne elgg. Up ahead, you'!l nave reason (o
think thet I have worked ageinst you (I don't think that, but J could
urderstand Row you voul? reasonably think so): this 1§ the ttrongest argu-
ment againgt your position and the Tribune hae not learned of it or gny-
thing of that sert. 1 ngve held it for nearly & year now, noping for some
Pesolution within the tradition rather than within the press. My close
friend (for twenty years) and colisague, Temple Smith, car discuss my
stance 4n al) thig over the past two YOUrs ang provide you with indepanden:
bequence analysts or the names of exparts al! sgross the courtry who cou'e
serform such analysis. "(at Harverd, 617-732-3746; Heseltine works with him
guite & bit).

It mnas deen my hops that vou wou's hot be placea into & "reactive” positien
but rather ¢ pasition of taking the initiative. it hes been my nuneh that
the Tribure sertes (assuming 1t 14 §01n9 to be pubiished, whnich 15 glways @
ttrafned assumption) would be ceflated by a bold move on your part. |
Understand thet you are mot &3 ‘res in this regare as you would tdes’ly be.
and, 1 coule be wrong in my hunch, Lat me know your thoughts and how ! ¢an



help. I do feel some obligation to the French and to the detabase elong

these 1ines, but these densiderations @¢ net impose & time constraint.
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